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By Jane Allison 
President, LCCF 
 
As the upheavals associ-
ated with the worst reces-
sion since the early 1980’s 
gradually subside, LCCF 
continues to put consider-
able thought into how the 
financial and economic 
environment has changed, and what new chal-
lenges and opportunities await us.  We hope to 
have the opportunity to grow our fund balances 
and to expand our donor base...always continuing 
to be very appreciative of our generous donors. 
 
One of the areas of excitement for the Foundation 
is the newly established LCCF endowed fund, 
known as the College Fund of the Lake County 
Community Foundation.  We are very fortunate 
to have had the fund fully endowed at its inception.  
This endowed fund will enable LCCF to award 
scholarships to graduating seniors, as well as pro-
viding support for activities and programs that 
promote college readiness and a college-going 
culture in the Lake County area.  The lives of Lake 
County children will be forever enriched by having 
the educational opportunities made available 
through the Baldwin Promise and the College 
Fund of the Lake County Community Founda-
tion. 
 
The Foundation continues to increase its assets 
each year.  The generosity of its donors leads to an 
increase in funding for grants.  This year, the 
Foundation has over $45,000 of funding available 
for awards to our local non-profits for their worthy 
causes.  Grants are awarded in areas of education, 
health, human services, community development 
and cultural activities. 

The Foundation strives to be responsive to 
creative and innovative proposals as well as 
basic needs proposals.  Through our grant-
making ability, which is due to your 
generous contributions, the Foundation is 
able to enrich the lives of all in our Lake 
County community.  I want you to know that 
the LCCF Board and the grant recipients 
appreciate all you give, whether it is to an 
established endowed fund or to the General 
Fund. 
 
Winston Churchill once said, “What is the 
use of living if it be not to strive for noble 
causes and to make this muddled world a 
better place for those who will live in it after 
we are gone.”  As President of the Lake 
County Community Foundation, I hope we 
are making this “muddled world a better 
place” for all of us, for now and for years to 
come. 
 
 Jane Allison 
President, LCCF 
231.745-4671 

Changes are coming to the 
LCCF Web Site 

www.lccfmichigan.org 

An affiliate of the Fremont Area 
Community Foundation 



Non-Profit Events to Be Noted in Lake County  
with NEW SIGN 

 
 LCCF, with generous underwriting from the DQF Foundation, is 
finalizing plans to repair and refurbish the former time/temperature 
sign outside the Baldwin Business Center.   
 
This sign is across from Jones’ Ice Cream, and seen by thousands 
of area citizens and visitors each year.  The owners of the Baldwin 
Business Center have graciously donated the sign to LCCF, with 
the knowledge that the new sign will be in the same place and con-
form to the same dimensions. 
 
What will be “new” will be that the sign will post announcements 
about Lake County events.  Annual and special events such as The 
Idlewild Jazz Festival, the Blessing of the Bikes,  
Troutarama, Luther Logging Days, various Sounds of the Forest 
concerts and/or the Irons Flea Roast, will now be displayed for all 
who drive by the area to see and note.   
 
Messages will be programmed via a wireless computer in the 
LCCF office, which is in the Baldwin Business Center, and will 
only be to help area non-profits to “get the word out.”  Watch as 
the sign starts to broadcast community events and know how to 
plan your weekends! 
 
 
 

 GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE  
 
 LCCF’s grant application deadline for 2010 is March 22, at 4:00 p.m. at the Baldwin  
Community Schools’ Administration Office (525 Fourth Street, Baldwin, MI).  There must be 16 copies of 
each application submitted at that time.  The applications can be obtained from the BCS Administration 
Office or on line at lccfmichigan.org 
 
Since Lake County has no United Way, LCCF understands the importance of these grants, and encourages 
all non-profit (501(c)(3)) organizations to apply.  The grants are funded in these general areas: 

· Education 
· Environment 
· Human Services 
· Health 
· Arts and Culture 

All grants must take into consideration that their proposal is making our community a better place for us 
all. 
 
Questions may be directed to Grants Chair, Randy Howes, at 745-4791, or at howes-
ran@baldwin.k12.mi.us   You may also contact any Board member, or Grants Committee members spe-
cifically:  Mary Anderson, Paul Bigford, Joe Brooks, Jr., and Cinda Rock. 

Approximation of how the new sign will 
look, with LCCF logo permanently on top,  
and changing messages beneath. 



Community Foundation Helps Put the Baldwin  
Public Schools and Its Promise on the Map 

�
 Every graduate of Baldwin High School accepted at a Michigan college or university now qualifies for up 
to $5,000 each year in tuition assistance.  The “Baldwin Promise” only happened because the Lake County 
Community Foundation threw its support behind the effort with two challenge grants. 
 
 Ten “promise zones” were created as pilot sites. Baldwin was the only small, non-urban zone established.  
It became the first to seek approval, first to form its authority under the state law, first to meet, first to es-
tablish a plan, first to launch a fund-raising effort, first to have its plan approved by the state, and first to 
announce its promise would be effective for the Class of 2010 and every class thereafter. 
 
 The law required $120,000 be raised locally to pay for the first two years of the Baldwin Promise.  Be-
cause the community foundation was so supportive,  leaders were successful raising more than $136,000 in 
contributions and pledges.  A “Committee of 100 for the Baldwin Promise” was formed for donors at the 
$500 or higher level over the two-year period.  In four short months, 110 supporters surpassed that goal as 
well. 
 
 Authority board member and Fund Raising Chair Rick Simonson called it “amazing.  With unemployment 
approaching 20% in Lake County and in the middle of an historic recession. . . . people really stepped up to 
invest in higher education for local grads.”  Simonson, a 1968 BHS graduate, had formed the Simonson 
Scholarship Fund through the Lake County Community Foundation and knew community support was 
strong to help local kids go to college.  “The Baldwin Rotary Club began four decades ago forming schol-
arship funds.  This community has a history of embracing educational support.  The LCCF has helped 
make dreams come true for many students who once had no hope for a college education.” 
 
 “Local churches, former students, grandparents, civic groups, summer residents, and community leaders 
responded to the call,” said Simonson.  “And the call was only possible with that early support from the 
Lake County Community Foundation.” 
 
 Simonson concluded, “It’s nice to see Lake County cited as being #1 for such a promising future for local 
children.  And it only happened with strong school board support and the leadership of the Lake County 
Community Foundation.”        
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Shawn Washington has assumed the Chair position for LCCF’s 20th Annual Baked Potato Supper.  She is very 
enthusiastic about the event, which brings neighbors and friends together at St. Ann’s after a long winter…..all 
the while raising money for the Lake County Community Foundation.  The hours remain 4:00—7:00 p.m., with 
baked potatoes and a variety of trimmings, as well as fruit and coleslaw and a choice of a homemade dessert from 
our amazing and generous dessert-making donors and neighbors right here in Lake County. 
   
Want to become a sponsor?  Want to volunteer?  Want to bake?  Please call Shawn at  745-3078. 

Shawn Washington and Ken Moore serve up coffee and punch 
to diners. 

Julie Sherwood, Baldwin Elementary Music Teacher, and her hus-
band serve up potatoes to hungry patrons.  

Photos from 2009’s Baked Potato Supper 


